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Council to vote 
on bill curbing 
neighborhood 
‘monsters’ 


By Gordon Y.K. Pang 


gordon pang @staradvertset com 


Palolo resident Reyna Sueoka said 
her family has been living “an ongo- 
ing nightmare” since new people 
bought the property next to hers, 
tore down the old house and began 
building a “monster house." 

‘The pump from a cement mixer on 
the neighboring property exploded 
and sprayed wet cement “on our 
house, on our neighbor's house, on 
our car and in our yard," Sueoka told 
the Honolulu City Council's Zoning 
and Housing Committee Thursday. 
When a police officer came by to file 
an incident report because she 
wanted to document the incident, the 
officer told her no building permit 
was posted on the construction site 
as required 

Sueoka said she did not report the 
infraction to the Department of 
Planning and Permitting because the 
owners went to her home to apolo 
gize, and told her they and thelr chi- 
dren were going to move onto the 
property — which city records 
show is the site of a 16-bedroom, 
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‘I needed to escape and 
prove that I’m on my own. 


The psychiatric patient says the hospital “wouldn't give him a chance" to show he’s responsible 
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Randall Saito spoke with the press from the holding facility in San Joaquin County, Calif. 


Security for charter flights up in the air 


Many companies don't 
require a picture ID 
to board their planes 


By Andrew Gomes 
agomesctaradertsercom 


Here today, gone to Maui. 
That's notan advertising slogan 
for Hawaii's charter airline indust 
but many people were surprised by 
how quick and easy it was for Ran- 
dall Saito, a killer and Hawaii State 


Hospital ward, to skip out ofthe 
Kaneohe institution Sunday and fly 
to Maui on a charter flight on an ini- 
tial leg of an escape to California. 

By and large, local charter flights 
don't have anywhere near the same 
security protocols as commercial 
passenger flights. At the same time 
though, charter aviation in Hawaii 
has 


“We are basically a taxicab wait- 
ingat the airport standing by for a 
call and off we go,” said Richard 


Schuman, president of Makani Kai 

Air, a charter service provider not 

Involved in Saito's getaway. 
Schuman and other charter oper- 


ators said their businesses aren't Tne judge 
typically sought out as vehicles for Who sen 
illicit acts because of the cost ofthe fener 
service and because criminals orfu Randell 
gitives may be identified by the a history 
charter operator and reported to Stennis 
authorities, versial 
Stil W's not hard forafugtive— YT BI 


Please see CHARTER, A15 


Isles post best-ever jobless rate — with fewer workers 


By Dave Segal 
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trial Relations, 
that easily surpassed the pre- 
vious record low of 2.4 percent 


the second lowest in the coun- 
try with Colorado at 2.5 percent 
and just behind the leader, 


unemployment report as well. 
Declines in Hawaii's labor force 
and in the number of people em- 


Hawaii's unemployment rate achieved for three months in 


North Dakota, at 2.4 percent. Ha- 


ployed and unemployed indicate 


is now at an all-time low and 
could be the best in the country. 
The seasonally adjusted 
number plunged to 2.2 percent 
in October, according to data 
released Thursday by the state 
Department of Labor and Indus- 
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2006 and for five months in 1989. 
‘The October number was the 
lowest on record under current 
methodology dating back to 
1976. 

As of September, Hawaii's un- 
employment rate was tied for 
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wail will find out today where it 
stands nationally after the US. 
Department of Labor releases 
data for all states. 

But while the low jobless rate 
indicates a strong labor market, 
there are some negatives in the 


that Hawaii residents may be 
leaving the state because they 
couldn't find a job and are seek- 
ing better opportunities on the 
mainland, according to Eugene 
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